Primary chemotherapeutic management of unresectable and metastatic hepatoblastoma in children: report of four cases.
Four children presenting with unresectable hepatoblastomas and one with metastatic disease are reported. Following initial biopsy all were treated with chemotherapy which included Adriamycin. Three of the four children showed a significant reduction in tumor size, and in two, delayed resection of the primary lesion was possible. Chemotherapy including Adriamycin represents effective initial cytoreductive therapy for childhood hepatoblastoma, thereby reducing the morbidity and mortality associated with the extensive hepatic resection usually required for an untreated lesion.